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President’s Report 
Cary Booth 
   

Yet another year has flown by with incredible 
contributions by our residents in support of Portal 
Rescue and Portal Rescue volunteers in support of our 
residents.   

Between Covid and the increasingly restrictive 
changes in USDA regulations in both AZ and NM, 
Portal Rescue’s ability to hold our annual “Soups On” 
fundraiser has been curtailed and appears to have come 
to an end.  The community has recognized this and 
stepped up their donations via our donation drive.  This 
change in donation pattern is recognized and greatly 
appreciated by Portal Rescue.   

The Portal Rescue Board is evaluating fund raising 
options as an alternative to Soup’s On, that would still 
provide opportunities for engagement between Portal 
Rescue volunteers and the community at large.  Such 
events require organizing and planning by many 
individuals. Our board members are wearing many hats 
already, both within Portal Rescue and the broader 
community and are reaching burn out.  So if you see a 
request for volunteers, and it is something you can do, 
please respond.   

In addition to community members needed for 
Portal Rescue committees, we have some volunteers 
that have supported Portal Rescue for years who are 
stepping down and we need others from the community 
to fill those roles.  Pat and Fred Espenak have been 
producing this newsletter on behalf of Portal Rescue for 
several years now. They are ready to pass the torch but 
are willing to help make a smooth transition.  We thank 
them for their generous contribution of time and skills 
in the production of our newsletter. We are hopeful new 
community members will step forward to continue the 
tradition of producing Portal Rescue’s annual 
newsletter. It’s a great way to get involved. 

The Portal Rescue Board is composed of a mix of 

community members, Portal Rescue EMTs and 
Firefighters. After many years of service, Dinah 
Davidson is stepping down from the board as a 
community representative. We thank her for her 
contributions as a board member in general and as 
secretary in recent years. We will need someone from 
the community to fill Dinah’s position at Portal 
Rescue’s Annual Board meeting in March. 

In closing, I’d also like to thank my fellow board 
members for their support, guidance, and gentle 
reminders when they are far too often needed. I must 
say that it has been a pleasure participating on the 
Portal Rescue Board because it has been an 
environment of respectful and constructive 
communication and interactions. I look forward to that 
spirit of cooperation continuing in 2023 with upcoming 
changes in board membership and roles.  Please reach 
out to Portal Rescue personnel of your choosing to 
communicate your willingness to volunteer.  

Thank you. 
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President’s Report
Cary Booth

Even after three years of being on the board at Portal Rescue, I continue to 
strive to be as giving and selfless as I see other Portal Rescue members being. 
I continue to feel honored to be a part of this all-volunteer and community-
funded organization.

The time and energy all our volunteers give to the support of Portal 
Rescue, and in turn the community, is critical to maintaining the readiness 
of supplies, equipment, radio operators, firefighters, and EMTs. Such 
preparedness facilitates the professionalism, efficiency, effectiveness, and 
teamwork demonstrated when Portal Rescue is called upon for assistance. I’m 
so grateful for all of Portal Rescue’s volunteers’ willingness to give their time 
and skills in support of Portal Rescue. 

Speaking on behalf of Portal Rescue, we are also incredibly grateful to the 
community for their generosity in financially supporting Portal Rescue even 
in the tight financial times of recent years. Without the financial support of the 
community, Portal Rescue would cease to exist in time as supplies run out and 
equipment breaks down with no funding to maintain it.

As the community continues to grow, it is our expectation that the need for 
services provided by Portal Rescue will also grow. To meet both current and 
growth needs, we will need volunteers from the community to assist with any 
of a multitude of tasks. Please consider donating your time and skills to Portal 
Rescue. If you are unable to volunteer, please consider making a financial 
donation.

I look forward to seeing you at our next fundraising event.  

Our firefighters go through extensive training before 
they are qualified to serve as volunteers for Portal 
Rescue. Here, Henry and Alina are completing their 
final hurdle - the “pack test” where they complete a 
3-mile walk over level terrain in 45 minutes or less 
while carrying a 45-pound pack.

Portal Rescue 
Board of Directors
Cary Booth - President
Dinah Davidson - Vice President
Jackie Lewis - Treasurer
Penni Parrish - Secretary
David Newton - Fire Chief
Alina Downer - EMS Chief
Aaron Smith

SAVE THE DATE
Put these important Portal Rescue 

dates on your 2024 calendar

Monthly board meetings will be scheduled 
for the 2nd Thursday of Jan, May, Jul, Sep 
and Dec. Dates may be subject to change.

Thurs, Jan. 11
Monthly Board Meeting
PR Classroom 6:00 pm

Sunday, Feb. 18
Bowls & Spoons Fundraiser

Rodeo Community Center • 11 am - 2 pm

Sat. March 9
Annual Meeting & Potluck

PR Classroom • Potluck 11:30, Meeting 12:30

Thurs, March 14
Blood Drive • PR Classroom 10-3 (AZ)

Thurs, May 9
Monthly Board Meeting
PR Classroom 6:00 pm

Thurs, May 16
Blood Drive • PR Classroom 10-3 (AZ)

Thurs, July 11
Blood Drive • PR Classroom 10-3 (AZ)

Thurs, July 11
Monthly Board Meeting
PR Classroom 6:00 pm

Thurs, Sept. 12
Blood Drive • PR Classroom 10-3 (AZ)

Thurs, Sept. 12
Monthly Board Meeting
PR Classroom 6:00 pm

Thurs, Nov. 14
Blood Drive • PR Classroom 10-3 (AZ)

Thurs, Dec. 12
Monthly Board Meeting
PR Classroom 6:00 pm
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     Our new “forever” name, “Bowls 
& Spoons”, replaces the former 
“Soup Kitchen” and last years’ 
“Chili’s On”. Rest assured, we’ll al-
ways fill your bowl with something 
you can eat with a spoon!
    Join us again this year at the Ro-
deo Community Center on Sunday, 
Feb. 18, 2024, from 11am to 2pm. 
In addition to our annual raffle, we’ll 
be adding Silent and Live Auctions.
    Volunteers are needed for raffle 
ticket sales, help at the event, and 
bread and dessert donations. Please 
contact Marilyn at MLForestell@
gmail.com or text 541-382-5076 if 
you can volunteer or donate.
    Cash donations for specific parts 
of the event are also welcome. These 
include but are not limited to:
•	Lottery Tickets:  $100
•	Tablecloth and paper goods:  $75
•	Rodeo Comm. Center donation:  $150
•	Beverages:  $75
•	Vegetables:  $125
•	Proteins:  $300
    We are excited to bring the com-
munity together to support Portal 
Rescue. 

Fire Chief’s Report
David Newton

With one (almost) structure fire and five wildland fires, 2023 was an 
average year for us. The single structure fire was a pile of oil soaked rags 
that spontaneously ignited. We were alerted to a fully involved house fire – 
fortunately it turned out all the smoke was being created by a smallish pile 
that was isolated in a garage on a concrete floor. Neighbors removed the pile 
from the garage and we brought fans to help clear out the smoke which had 
spread throughout the house. Of the five wildland fires, three were caused by 
lightning and two were human-caused.

Our once monthly “All Responders” training has continued to be useful 
and well attended. This year we added a segment where we (try to) quickly 
go over the logistics and communication of each call in the previous month to 
find ways to improve and acknowledge strengths.

Local training:  Heavy patient lifting, bee response, communications 
refresher, new map program training, functional exercise of a motor vehicle 
accident, wildland refresher, complex incidents, “normalization of deviance”, 
pump & roll practice, pumpkin use and drafting, tender operations at remote 
tank, backpack pumps, initial sizeup, daytime traffic management exercise, 
vehicle backing, exercising all extrication power tools, and Red Cross 
Assistance cards.

Outside training: One firefighter took a two-day course titled “Homeland 
Security Exercise and Evaluation Program.” Two firefighters completed a 
three-day course in Wildland Chainsaws.

Improvements this year: More retroflective material on vehicles to 
improve roadside response safety. Grant received for new radios in the 
vehicles.  A great new homegrown mapping program to speed our response in 
the field – thank you Peter LaRue and Lee Dyal. Cochise County started using 
a new fire station/department alerting system that helps the 911 operators alert 
us more reliably.

I want to write a few words on two subjects that will delay our emergency 
response to your location:

 First – Please call 911 before you call one of us individually. You may 
think that calling your favorite EMT or Firefighter first could bring help faster, 
but it will only slow us down. 

Second – Mark your residence with house numbers clearly readable 
from the road. That means 4+ inch high white reflective numerals on a dark 
background. Your wonderful black wrought iron numbers on weathered wood 
are suitably rustic, but useless at night. 

Thank you all for your support.

Larry Rivers
Victor Shawe
Lance Shultis
Aaron Smith
Andrew Waser
Brian Whitehorn
John Yerger

ANNUAL PORTAL 
RESCUE FUNDRAISER

Dinner, Raffle & Auction

Firefighter Roster
Eric Desfachelles
Alina Downer
Lee Dyal
Henry Essary
Jeff Gee
Rolf Koford
David Newton – Fire Chief

Aluminum Can Fundraiser
Please drop off crushed 
aluminum beverage cans 
beside the Portal Post Office. 
We recycle them and funds 

go to the 
Portal Rescue 
operating 
budget.

 

Portal Rescue Annual Fundraiser 
Save the Date! 
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EMT Chief’s Report
Alina Downer

2023 has been a great year to 
volunteer with Portal Rescue despite us always finding 
new scenarios to troubleshoot. Our current group of 
members (firefighters, radio operators, EMTs and board 
members) are a wonderful collection of personalities that 
have really come together as a team this year - more than 
I have seen since I first joined Portal Rescue.

In addition to our usual EMT trainings and our new 
“all responders” trainings, we were very lucky to have 
Cochise College instructors come out to Portal to teach an 
EMT refresher course for four of us at very low cost last 
February. Some EMTs were also able to attend an EMS 
Conference in Ruidoso, NM, Cochise County’s EMS in 
the Desert Conference, and a Pediatric Disaster Training 
at Tucson Medical Center.

We had several challenges with vehicles this year. 
Rescue 4’s air conditioner had to be repaired in Sierra 
Vista, and then needed a new alternator. Rescue 233’s 
kneeling air lift system had a leak that put it out of 
service briefly. Our fire chief has selflessly spent hours 
testing, diagnosing, ordering parts, and coordinating 
repairs for these issues and many other smaller problems 
and upgrades. Our rescue vehicles would not be in such 
good shape without him. Human repair and maintenance 
is where our EMT team excels.

Medical calls were fewer than last year’s – just 33, 
with 2 calls squeezing in on the last week of the year. 
That is still slightly up from 2021’s 29 calls, but it is nice 
to have data confirming that 2022’s 55 calls per year is 
not the new norm! We made good use of the new heart 
monitor this year for the 8 patients with heart issues. The 
monitor was also used on a good number of our other 
patients as it has many functions including automatic 
blood pressures, SPo2 and etCo2 monitoring.

We have been able to offer three CPR training 
courses to the community this fall including one for the 
Apache school children and their parents. We still have 
many CPR training kits that were donated to us through 
the American Heart Association, Arizona Community 
Foundation and Douglas Fire. We will continue offering 
classes in 2024, so please reach out if you haven’t yet had 
the chance to attend.

With several of our team being part-time residents, 
threatening to retire soon, or unable to respond due to 
distance or ill health, recruitment of new EMTs is sorely 
needed! It is very exciting that we finally have a potential 
recruit. Laura Stratton, one of our new community 
members, took the EMT Course through Pima College 
this fall. We hope to have her join our team this winter.

Radio Operators
Susanne Apitz
Bonnie Bowen
Dinah Davidson
Marilyn Forestell
Rolf Koford
Jackie Lewis
David Newton
Linda Wadsworth
Bill Wilbur

EMT Roster
Alina Downer – EMS Chief
Matthew Downer
Michele Lanan
Jackie Lewis
Carolyn Nordstrom
Barbara Roth
John Yerger
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2023 Medical Calls

Congratulations to Alina Downer, our brand new 
EMS chief, and Barbara Roth who participated in 
and won the BEST PUBLIC SERVICE FOR 2023 award 
at the July 4th Parade in Rodeo! They are also the 
youngest and oldest members of Portal EMS.  
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   Portal Rescue recommends 
memberships in both companies as we 
cannot specify which will transport 
during an emergency.  
   Private insurance or Medicare may or 
may not cover the entire transport bill. 
Your membership will ensure that you 
have a zero balance for the medical 
flight.

Treasurer’s Report
Jackie Lewis

Portal Rescue would not survive without community 
dedication. We often think that with the lack of EMTs, 
fire fighters, radio operators, board members and other 
community volunteers, the organization would not be 
able to function. That’s only part of the reality. Dedicated 
financial contributors to the organization provide the 
strong funding backbone of support.  Your donations 
allow us to purchase necessary equipment and supplies 
for patient care, EMT & fire fighter safety, and vehicle 
operations, as well as support everyday operations.  

The LOSAP (length of service award program) will 
begin in 2024. Several donations were earmarked for the 
program and the board dedicated a grant donation to the 
program as well.  Donations can still be earmarked for 
the program as a way for you to say “thank you” to Portal 
Rescue active members.

2023 Year-End Totals 
REVENUE 
Budgeted: 	 $95,425 (includes rainy day fund to balance expenses) 
Actual:      	 $98,486 (no rainy-day funds used!)

EXPENSES
Budgeted:  	 $95,425
Actual:  	 $59,187
		  $36,238 below budget
		  $39,299 below income

		  Donations currently as of 12/31/23 include
		  funds dedicated to LOSAP.

     Community pride and support continually amazes me.  
I’m proud to serve all of you as a Portal Rescue volunteer 
EMT and treasurer.

REVENUES Budget 2023 Actual
Donations 40,000 70,600
Fundraising Inc 5,000 9,740
Interest 1,000 2,709
Misc Rev 200 857
Phone Book Sales 4,500 4,590
Rent 200 200
Fire Income 0 1,487
Grants 18,025 8,303
Rainy Day 26,500 0
TOTALS 95,425 98,486

EXPENSES Budget 2023 Actual
Chief Meeting 300 0
Dues 100 100
EMS Supp/Equip 4,000 2,314
EMS Training 6000 516
Fire Supp/Equip 4,500 2,534
Fire Training 2,000 0
Fundraising Exp 1,000 631
Heart Monitor 20,000 16,692
Insurance 13,000 11,552
Legal 500 0
Misc Exp 100 78
Office 2,000 1,407
Phone Book Exp 2,300 2,372
Radio Ops 26,425 9,219
Rescue 233 2,200 1,508
Structure Maint 2,500 1,384
Utilities 4,000 3,965
Vehicle Ops 4,500 4,915
TOTALS 95,425 59,187

AirMedCare Network                        
(LifeLine/Air Evac)           
Airmedcarenetwork.com/apply                                 
Nancy Tucker (928) 294-9023                                                                                                                                        

Household Pricing as of 10/30/23  
Senior (60+)       Standard (under 60)    
1 year $79          1 year $99                                                                       
3 years $199       3 years $249                                                                           
5 years $299       5 years $399                                                                       

PhiCare
Phicares.com/az
(888) 435-9744

Household Pricing as of 10/30/23                                                                   
1 year $65                                                                          
3 years $195                                                                        
5 years $325

MEDICAL HELICOPTER TRANSPORT MEMBERSHIPS
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Letters of Gratitude

Results of the Oct 4th National Wireless 
Emergency Alert System Test
David Newton, Fire Chief

       On Oct. 4, 2023, FEMA, in coordination with the 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC), conduct-
ed a nationwide test of the Emergency Alert System 
(EAS) and Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA). Locally, 
we performed a study to see how these alerts reached 
residents in the Portal and Rodeo area. Only the compo-
nent transmitted from cell towers was studied, because 
that’s one of the methods most likely to be used to alert 
for our local risks (ie: wildfires).
     In summary, 65 observations were plotted, coming from Hilltop to Animas 
to Apache. No one in New Mexico had a negative report. Arizona had mostly 
positive reports, except from Paradise and the interior of Cave Creek Canyon. 
Several were surprised that their reliable WiFi calling did not receive the alert. 
Cochise County residents who did not receive the alert should register their 
phone numbers with the county alerting system at:  https://www.cochise.
az.gov/287/Emergency-Management
       Alternative Alerts. Cochise County emergency managers use the WEA 
system just tested through an interface called IPAWS, but they also routinely 
use another system in parallel which can send alert messages to phone num-
bers which have been registered in advance. There are two main advantages to 
signing up for the county alert system: 1) The messages are directed to phone 
numbers so they will be delivered through your WiFi Calling service and land-
lines, and 2) You’ll get messages impacting our local area even though you are 
traveling somewhere else. Sign up here: https://www.cochise.az.gov/287/
Emergency-Management
       Note: If you’re relying on the internet and/or WiFi to deliver these alerts, 
you’ll want a small Uninterruptible Power Supply (UPS) on your in-home 
equipment to keep that running during power outages that can accompany 
wildfires.
     Color-coded maps showing where alerts were received are available via 
email...just contact me.
     Thank you all for your participation. It was a fun little project for me.

Dear EMTs and citizens of Portal,
     You probably remember me; I’m the 
guy who fell off the bridge in April. I 
suffered two broken legs and numerous 
broken ribs that punctured both of my 
lungs. I also suffered a damaged ster-
num, right clavicle, and right scapula. 
Currently, I am doing well in the latter 
stages of recovery.
     I am writing this letter to whole-
heartedly thank the EMTs who came to 
my rescue. They faced a very difficult 
situation with me at the bottom of the 
creek bed among numerous rocks of all 
shapes and sizes. The EMT volunteers 
were efficient, kind, and caring while 
doing an exceptional job of extricating 
me from a precarious situation. Without 
their expertise and kind hearts, moving 
me could have made my injuries worse. 
Instead, they got me out from under the 
bridge with no more damage than I had 
already sustained. 
     I would also like to thank the citizens 
of Portal and the lodge who came to my 
rescue. They assisted in numerous ways 
from helping move me onto the stretcher 
to holding lights so others could see.
     Again, I am super grateful for the 
care and help you gave me in this very 
difficult situation.
     Gratefully yours,
          Richard Johnson
     P.S. I hope to come back and visit.

Deat Portal Rescue Volunteers,
     I just want to say Thank You!!!
I was there (April 14, 2023) when 
Richard fell off the bridge near the 
lodge. What I witnessed I will never 
forget. The high level of cooperation, 
expertise, and GIVING I witnese will 
always be with me. Thank you for being 
there and giving up personal time to 
help someone you didn’t even know. 
Wow!!!
     So, my wife (Barbara), Richard, and 
I have enclosed a donation to “Portal 
Rescue”. 
     In closing, a special thanks to 
Caroline, the lead nurse at the scene. 
She was very helpful.
     All the best to all of you,
          Byron and Barbara

Portal Rescue 
Annual Meeting 

& Potluck
Saturday, March 9

Portal Rescue Classroom

• Potluck begins at 11:30 am 
• Meeting begins at 12:30 pm
• Nominations and elections
   for board members 
• Year-end reports
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While you were sleeping peacefully...
by Dinah Davidson

…. Portal Rescue firefighters were hard at work.  
     At approximately midnight on Saturday, July 22, 
lightning ignited a small brushfire on AZ State Land, a 
few yards above private land, and a third of the way up 
the north slope of Limestone Mountain.  Six firefighters 
and a radio operator awoke (or - in one case - stopped 
partying) and reported to PR station.
   Two firefighters immediately took off up Foothill Rd. 
to size up the blaze.  The distant light was small and 
seemed to move, provoking speculation that it could 
just have been a flashlight carried by some wildland 
wanderer.  While other personnel returned to their homes, 
a single firefighter kept ‘eyes on the fire’ throughout the 
night.  At dawn, flare-ups helped to pinpoint the location 
- fortunately, because absence of visible smoke would 
have precluded locating the fire later that day.  At 6 am on 
Sunday, and despite sweltering temperatures (remember 
last July?), a small team of dedicated volunteers started 
the climb up the steep hillside, carrying drinking water 
and tools.

Update on 
Firewise
     A decision has been 
made to end Portal’s 
formal relationship with 
Firewise, U.S.A. Together with the group’s founder and 
prior Chair (Debb Johnson), both the current Chair (Fire 
Chief, David Newton) and his assistant (Dinah Davidson) 
decided that formal association with Firewise was no 
longer necessary. Most local residents are familiar with 
the program, and with investments of time (1,478 hrs) 
and money ($18,983.74) in 2023, members inside Portal’s 
Firewise boundaries continue to more than meet the 
program’s annual requirements. Thus, the formal program 
closes with our membership in good standing.  
     To ensure that the list of Firewise participants 
(‘Firewisers’) can be transferred easily to any volunteer 
wishing to restart Firewise, a new Firewise Google Group 
was established on 01/18/23, using email addresses 
previously held in a private account. 
(Addition to this group may still be requested from Dinah 
Davidson at dianewdavidson@gmail.com)  
     Timely messages about Firewise practices, fire 
insurance issues, and links to Firewise videos can still 
be posted periodically to members of this group (contact 
Dinah to do so), as well as to the updated Firewise page 
(https://portal-rodeo.com/fire-wise.html) on the local 
website. Firewise literature will still be distributed by 
local realtors and Sew What?.  Dinah is also willing 
to organize responses to any requests for property 
assessments. 
     Newton and Davidson met with the County’s new 
Emergency Management Director (Daniel Duchon) on 
04/18/23 to introduce him to the Fire Station and discuss 
multimodal means of communicating emergencies to 
community members. Flyers detailing how to sign up 
for emergency notifications from the County were made 
available at the PO and are available through local 
realtors.
     Working with a local cartography expert, Firewise 
Committee member Lee Dyal (PR fireman for many 
years) drove hundreds of miles and spent hundreds of 
hours mapping and ground-truthing virtually all roads 
in the eastern Chiricahuas, western Peloncillos and 
intervening valleys, and recording road conditions and 
all associated structures. Maps are now accessible on cell 
phones of all PR’s emergency personnel and will serve 
both medical and fire operations of Portal Rescue for 
decades to come.
     Finally, earlier this year, USFS crews reduced 
dangerous fuels that had accumulated during years of fire 
prevention in local forests. Resultant piles of culled dead 
and cut vegetation in South Fork Canyon and the vicinity 
of Herb Martyr were burned during cold weather late in 
the year.  Lack of precipitation may delay some of this 
burning until 2024.

     Upon reaching the fire, firefighters found 4-6 Sotols in 
various stages of combustion and covering an ~12 x 20’ 
area.  Luckily, the soil was still damp from an overnight 
shower. Using hand tools, the team scratched a fire line 
around the perimeter and then hacked the Sotols apart, 
down to their cool parts, and encouraged hot parts to burn 
completely. At one point, the crew realized that contents 
of water packs were inadequate, and one person returned 
to the engine for more drinking water as well as an extra 
2 gallons in a backpack water pump to make sure embers 
were dead. If the fire had not been extinguished that 
morning, it would certainly have spread up the hillside in 
the afternoon heat and breeze.
     About then the team’s pagers went off for a medical 
call, and they moved on to the next challenge.
     We are fortunate to have such dedicated volunteers!
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Lighting strikes Portal
by Rolf Koford and Ziggy Zuck

     October 24, 2023 was a memorable morning in Portal. An eerie orange 
light illuminated the overcast sky shortly after sunrise. Light rain was wide-
spread, leading many to see a single or double rainbow against the backdrop 
of Cave Creek Canyon and Portal Peak. Lightning was also widespread. One 
bolt hit an agave plant near Sierra Linda Road, catching it on fire. Ziggy hap-
pened to be riding her bike in the area and saw the smoke; here is her account:

So I try to ride as 
often as I can in 
the canyon. On 
this particular 
day, it was a little 
harder because it 
had been pouring 
rain, but I gath-
ered my gear and 
off I went. While 
I was driving to 
where I park on 
Cave Creek Road, 
off to the left I saw a fire. I thought, “maybe someone is burning because of 
the rain,” so I continued on but then I decided to back up. When I looked 
again I realized it was not a fire that someone was controlling. The ground 
was on fire! So I ended up driving to Cave Creek Ranch asking for a phone 
from Pedro, but I didn’t have my reading glasses on so I couldn’t call any-
one. So I went to another house; the gal there called 911. Then I thought I 
should go find Reed because it was by his house. He asked if he could help 
me I said, “yes there is a fire close to your front yard.” He looked and said, 
“yes there is,” then he said that he would call Portal Rescue and take care 
of it. I have to say I’m glad it was raining hard and I was riding that day 
in the canyon. It is so beautiful and we all want to take care of it so as to 
preserve it for years to come.

     Cochise County 911 alerted Portal Rescue to a “brush fire threatening 
structures.” Marilyn went to the Station to be the Radio Operator. Aaron and 
Rolf took Brush 8 to the scene, meeting Alina there. Radio communication 
during this process indicated that a “cactus” had been struck and that Colum-
bus Electric technicians working on Sierra Linda had used a fire extinguisher 
to put the fire out. By the time the brush truck arrived at the scene, the tech-
nicians were gone and there was no smoke to indicate the location of the fire. 
Ziggy showed up and was able to direct the firefighters to the site, which was 
just a few feet across and consisted mostly of burnt agave leaves and the fire-
scarred agave stalk. Using hand tools, the firefighters put out the remaining 
embers and felt for hot spots. They cleared flammable material away from the 
burned vegetation, which wildland firefighters call “the black,” to decrease the 
risk of spread in case the fire flared back up. The light rain that continued to 
fall further decreased the risk of spread. 
     Satisfied that the fire was contained, if not out, firefighters left the scene, 
encountering Reed as they left. Earlier, Reed had seen the technicians douse 
the fire and had called Cecil Williams to inform her that there was no danger. 
The fire was closest to her house and is now officially known as the Williams 
fire. Cecil remembers hearing loud thunder but it seemed to come from a dif-
ferent direction, so it is unclear if she heard the bolt that started the fire.
     This incident is a good reminder about how quickly fire can threaten our 
community. It is important that residents respond quickly while ensuring their 
own safety. Ziggy learned from this experience that there is a land line tele-
phone in the laundry room at Cave Creek Ranch. If she had known this at the 
time, she could have headed straight there to call 911. We appreciate Reed and 
Columbus Electric for their actions on this memorable day. 

Portal-Rodeo Community 
Phone Book

     The Portal-Rodeo Community 
Phone Book contains phone numbers 
of individuals, businesses, and 
community resources in our area, 
including cell phone numbers as well 
as local landlines. Advertisements 
placed by local businesses fund the 
book production, and all proceeds 
from sales benefit Portal Rescue. 
The full book is published every 
few years, but updates and new 
listings are provided yearly to the 
community. 
     Phone books are $15.00 each 
and are available at the Portal Peak 
Lodge & Store, Rodeo Grocery, 
Myrtle Kraft Portal Library, and at 
special events throughout the year. 
Contact prphonebook@gmail.com 
to arrange to purchase a copy, or to 
update listings. Get yours today!

Portal Rescue 
& Red Cross  
Blood Drives
Portal Rescue Station 
10am - 3pm AZ time

Thurs, March 14
Thurs, May 16
Thurs, July 11
Thurs, September 12
Thurs, November 14

Watch for emails regarding sign-ups 
as each event nears.



Portal Rescue
PO Box 16331
Portal, AZ 85632

Yes, I want to help support Portal Rescue!

Here’s my tax-deductable* donation of:
            *please consult your tax advisor

< $80           $80	   $150		    $300		  $500		   $1000		  
Donor       Friend	  Patron	            Sponsor        Benefactor	 Steward

Name: _____________________________________________________
	 I wish to remain anonymous. (Please circle:	    Yes   or   No )

Address/City/St/Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________

Phone:   ( _______ ) ____________________ Email Address:  _________________________________________
									         (for meetings and announcements)

Please make checks 
payable to: 
PORTAL RESCUE, Inc.

Mail to: 
Portal Rescue, Inc.
P.O. Box 16331 
Portal, AZ 85632
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President’s Report 
Cary Booth 
   

Yet another year has flown by with incredible 
contributions by our residents in support of Portal 
Rescue and Portal Rescue volunteers in support of our 
residents.   

Between Covid and the increasingly restrictive 
changes in USDA regulations in both AZ and NM, 
Portal Rescue’s ability to hold our annual “Soups On” 
fundraiser has been curtailed and appears to have come 
to an end.  The community has recognized this and 
stepped up their donations via our donation drive.  This 
change in donation pattern is recognized and greatly 
appreciated by Portal Rescue.   

The Portal Rescue Board is evaluating fund raising 
options as an alternative to Soup’s On, that would still 
provide opportunities for engagement between Portal 
Rescue volunteers and the community at large.  Such 
events require organizing and planning by many 
individuals. Our board members are wearing many hats 
already, both within Portal Rescue and the broader 
community and are reaching burn out.  So if you see a 
request for volunteers, and it is something you can do, 
please respond.   

In addition to community members needed for 
Portal Rescue committees, we have some volunteers 
that have supported Portal Rescue for years who are 
stepping down and we need others from the community 
to fill those roles.  Pat and Fred Espenak have been 
producing this newsletter on behalf of Portal Rescue for 
several years now. They are ready to pass the torch but 
are willing to help make a smooth transition.  We thank 
them for their generous contribution of time and skills 
in the production of our newsletter. We are hopeful new 
community members will step forward to continue the 
tradition of producing Portal Rescue’s annual 
newsletter. It’s a great way to get involved. 

The Portal Rescue Board is composed of a mix of 

community members, Portal Rescue EMTs and 
Firefighters. After many years of service, Dinah 
Davidson is stepping down from the board as a 
community representative. We thank her for her 
contributions as a board member in general and as 
secretary in recent years. We will need someone from 
the community to fill Dinah’s position at Portal 
Rescue’s Annual Board meeting in March. 

In closing, I’d also like to thank my fellow board 
members for their support, guidance, and gentle 
reminders when they are far too often needed. I must 
say that it has been a pleasure participating on the 
Portal Rescue Board because it has been an 
environment of respectful and constructive 
communication and interactions. I look forward to that 
spirit of cooperation continuing in 2023 with upcoming 
changes in board membership and roles.  Please reach 
out to Portal Rescue personnel of your choosing to 
communicate your willingness to volunteer.  

Thank you. 
 

Portal Rescue Board of Directors 
 
Cary Booth – President 
Victor Shawe – Vice President 
Dinah Davidson - Secretary 
Alice Wakefield - Treasurer 
David Newton - Fire Chief 
Jackie Lewis - EMS Chief 
Alina Downer - Member at Large 
 
 
 Newsletter compiled and edited 

by Patricia Espenak with 
assistance from Jackie Lewis, 
and IT & page layout support 

by Fred Espenak — Printed and 
folded by Staples, Prescott, AZ 



A Big THANK YOU to all our 2023 Portal Rescue Donors 
 
DONOR 
Jason & Jean Dickinson 
Glennis Hayes 
Lazuli Trading Company 
Scott Madaras 
Greg & Julie Magee 
George & Lynne May 
Warren & Brenda Schmidt 
 
FRIEND 
Dan & Dianne Beeaff 
Yvonne Bradley 
Stephen Burden & Deborah Bowman 
Stephen & Becky Conner 
Coati Coterie 
Chris Cunningham & Elisa Lewis 
Teri Denson 
Pat & Stacia Dougherty 
Chuck Edenfield 
Edward & Patricia Encinas 
Beatrice & Mike Faltum 
Nicholas & Jill Forsythe 
Terry & Jane Hanner 
Scott & Kathleen Huber 
Linda Pretty 
Harry & Paula Ridgway 
Edward & Josie Rivera 
Barry & Nancy Roth 
Alan & Lois Sands 
Kevin & Margaret Shea 
Marilyn Tully & Carl Smith 
John & Sarah Stumbo 
Lorrain Titus & Kim Vacariu 
Ruth Plenty & Dennis White 
Richard & Mary Winkler 
  
PATRON 
Peg Abbott 
Barbara Bickel 
Delane Blondeau 
Michael Boley & Rhonda Votino 
Guy Bonnivier 
Mike & Darlene Churchman 
Frank Coppel & Jacqueline Shulters 
Copperstate Insurance Agencies 
Roy & Elise Furman 
Roy & Ying Gravel 
John & Kimberly Haines-Eitzen 
Dennis & Christina Hanisch 
Kevin & Mary Ellen Hansen 
Deborah Herczog 
Robert & Ruth Hucks 
Jon Huston 
Peter & Cristi Jarosak 
 

 
PATRON (continued) 
Bob Johnson Mike Leuthold 
Ray & Joy Mendez 
Joe & Anne Morris 
Alison Morse 
Naturalist Journeys, LLC 
Robert O’neil 
Patricia Parran 
John Roser & Carol Comeau 
Walter & Cyntha Schoepfle 
Peter & Jody Stuart 
Glen Surbey 
Jeremy & Jennie Towne 
Jeff & Alice Wakefield 
Nickolas Waser and Mary Price 
Richard Webster & Rose Ann Rowlett 
Margaret Wilch 
Jeanne Williams 
Erika & James Wilson 
Steve Wolfe 
Harry & Jo Yeomans 
Charles & Myrtle Young 
Pi Irwin & Zsombor Zoltan 
 
SPONSOR 
Ann Beeghly 
Rick & Vicki Beno 
Vaughn Camacho & Marjorie Murphey 
Bill & Jill Cavaliere 
Chiricahua Desert Museum 
David Churchill & Nina Mae Clark 
Lee Dyal & Susanne Apitz 
Elly Van Gelderen 
Harold & Nancy Farmer 
Charles & Mary George 
Rolf Koford & Bonnie Bowen 
Winston & Jackie Lewis 
Elaine Moisan 
Network for Good 
Ron and Barbara Quinn 
Bob & Marsha Rodrigues 
Zola Stoltz 
Howard Topoff & Carol Simon 
Anne Hinnendael & Shellie Vacca 
Ace & Heathy Walker 
Webster Endeavors, LLC 
Cecil Williams 
Robert Zoellick & Sherry Ferguson 
 
BENEFACTOR 
Tony & Jane Celaya 
Ed & Ann Davis 
Tony & Rene Donaldson 
Fritz & Gayle Jandry 
 

 
BENEFACTOR (continued) 
Olive Montgomery  
Deborah Ostermann  
Penni Parrish 
Mike & Kathy Patton 
Barbara McNichol & Byron Patton 
Eskild Petersen & Susan Dalby 
Margaret Hardy & Danny Rowland 
Randy Simpkin & Susan Coleman 
Carol Simmons & David Steingraeber 
Peter & Mary Sue Waser 
Bruce & Leslie Weertman 
 
STEWARD 
Diane Davidson 
Mary Downer 
Linda Wadsworth & Bob Downs 
Fred & Pat Espenak 
Diana Hadley 
Jon & Mary Lacey 
Leuthold Family Foundation 
Barbara Miller 
Reed Peters/Cave Creek Ranch 
Sew What Club 
Lee Simpson 
Noel & Helen Snyder 
Ringtail Fund 
Viva La Vida Local Fund held at the 
  Community Foundation for Southern 
  Arizona by recommendation of 
  Katherine Waser 
Dr. Glenna Winnie 
Matt & Connie Zweifel 
 
GOODS AND OTHER SERVICES 
The Gloo Factory - brochures 
Umphrey’s Propane 
Michele Lanan - stickers 
Prize and food donors to “Chili’s On”  
 fundraiser 
Linda Pretty for can recycling 
Allona Neblock - metal art raffle 
Kathleen Huber - newsletter editor   
 
DONATIONS MADE: 
In honor of Michele Lanan 
  and Andrew Waser 
In honor of Barney Tomberlin 
In memory of Pete Miller 
Thank you for EMT assist 
Thank you for putting out fire behind  
   1801 Foothills Road 
Anonymously - $7,230 
 
Please report any necessary 
corrections to Treasurer Jackie Lewis.  
Winjac12@vtc.net,  520-558-2287 

 

mailto:Winjac12@vtc.net


PPOORRTTAALL  RREESSCCUUEE  ““BBOOWWLLSS  &&  SSPPOOOONNSS””  22002244  RRAAFFFFLLEE  PPRRIIZZEESS    
TICKETS $1.00 ea. 

 
_______#1      BBLLAACCKK  PPHHOOEEBBEE  DDAAVVEE  UUTTTTEERRBBAACCKK  PPRRIINNTT framed 17”x21”  
 Donated by Donna Meenach 
_______#2 RRUUNNNNIINNGG  BBEEAARR  TTUURRQQUUOOIISSEE  &&  TTIIGGEERR  EEYYEE  BBRRAACCEELLEETT  &&  RRIINNGGSS   

Donated by Winston & Jackie Lewis  
_______#3 ““AANNDDRROOMMEEDDAA  GGAALLAAXXYY”” print on metal 16”x24” ($200 value) photographed &  

Donated by Mike Leuthold  
_______#4 $$110000  IINN  LLOOTTTTEERRYY  TTIICCKKEETTSS 
_______#5 $$110000  GGIIFFTT  CCEERRTTIIFFIICCAATTEE  TTOO  CCHHIIRRIICCAAHHUUAA  DDEESSEERRTT  MMUUSSEEUUMM//GGEERROONNIIMMOO  

EEVVEENNTT  CCEENNTTEERR    
                  Donated by Bob & Sheri Ashley (Chiricahua Desert Museum)  
_______#6 $$110000  GGIIFFTT  CCEERRTTIIFFIICCAATTEE  TTOO  AANNIIMMAASS  MMEERRCC (expires 2/25)  

Donated by Bill & Chris Wilbur 
_______#7 TTWWOO  FFRREEEE  NNIIGGHHTTSS  aatt  CCAAVVEE  CCRREEEEKK  RRAANNCCHH for 2 people ($500 value) 
 Donated by Reed Peters (Cave Creek Ranch)  
_______#8 TTHHRREEEE  11--HHOOUURR  MMAASSSSAAGGEESS  ($300+ value)  

Donated by massage therapists: 
Courtney Dukelow & Marshal Fischer (x2)  

_______#9      JJEEEEPP  TTRRIIPP  WWIITTHH  BBUUDD  &&  DDEEBBBB ($300+ value)– location to be determined. 
 Donated by Bud & Debb Johnson  
______#10 PPHHOOTTOO  SSHHOOOOTT - Portrait or land ($300 value)  

Donated by Tim Lawson    
______#11     $$226655  GGIIFFTT  CCEERRTTIIFFIICCAATTEE  TTOO CCOORRNNEERRSSTTOONNEE  SSTTOORRAAGGEE  (Expires 12/24) 

Donated by Mark & Rhonda Hart (Cornerstone Storage)  
______#12 $$220000  ttoowwaarrddss  TTOONNYY’’SS  WWIINNDDOOWW  WWAASSHHIINNGG (inside & out & screens)  

Donated by Tony & Carolina Constantine 
______#13 LLEETT’’SS  EEAATT  OOUUTT ($150 value) includes 6 meals donated by: 
                  Rodeo Café (breakfast for 2),  

Sky Island Grill (lunch for 2) & 
         Portal Café (dinner for 2) 

 

_______ TICKETS PURCHASED @ $1.00 ea. = Total $_____________ 

Indicate how many tickets you want for each prize above.  Make check payable to Portal 
Rescue and MAIL this form & your check to Andy Davis, PO Box 232, Rodeo NM 88056.   
We will fill out your tickets, mail your stubs and phone you when you win. 
 
Name: _                                                                               Phone: ______________ 
Address: ___________________________________________________________   


