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President’s Report 
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I joined Portal Rescue as president in March 2019 
and want to thank all the board members and Bonnie 
Bowen for their input and guidance. I truly appreciate 
those who give me kind words of encouragement as I 
attempt to learn the organization and contribute. 

Many thanks to Portal Rescue members and the 
community alike for their contributions in 2019. 

Vice president, Bill Wilbur, oversaw the purchase 
and installation of new ambulance bay doors, resurfacing 
of the Portal Rescue classroom floor, acquisition of a 
used fire vehicle, and the donation of an ambulance to 
Puerto Palomas, Mexico. 

Fire chief, David Newton oversaw the firefighters, 
provided training, as well as outside options for more, 
kept the vehicles and equipment in a state of readiness, 
and collected information and planning needed for 
grants. Our firefighters work actively to put out wildfires 
before they get out of control and put lives in danger or 
destroy property. They also proactively work on wildfire 
fuel reduction efforts.    

EMS chief, John Yerger, oversaw the EMTs, 
provided training, as well as outside options for more, 
and maintained supply inventories.   

Treasurer, Jackie Lewis, balanced the books and 
paid the bills. In addition, she stepped up to serve as 
Assistant EMS chief in John’s absence and acted as 
coordinator for the Fire Chief’s luncheon in November. 
Jackie also oversaw repainting of the classroom walls 
and cleaning and organizing the storage areas.   

Not to be forgotten are the men and women at the 
heart of the organization as emergency responders at all 
hours of the day and night. Their response time 
compared to Douglas based first responders, makes a 
real difference in life and death situations.   

Dinah Davidson joined the board in 2019 as 
secretary, taking notes during board meetings and 
publishing them to the community.    

Victor Shawe joined the board in 2019 as member at 
large and has contributed in meetings and assisted with 
maintenance efforts. 

Our radio operators are essential in relaying 
communications between emergency responders in the 
field and the various dispatch services. The drivers of 
emergency vehicles enable the EMT’s and firefighters to 
gather information and focus on patients. They continue 
to assist in various ways once on site.    

Bonnie Bowen and Barbara Miller maintain the 
Portal Rescue classroom calendar. And special thanks to 
Chris Wilbur for running the Soup’s On! fundraiser over 
the past few years as well as to Jenny Knapp for 
stepping up and organizing the 2020 Soup’s On!   

Debb and Bud Johnson led the local Firewise 
program, working to reduce the risk of substantial 
wildfire impact to our community. Patricia and Fred 
Espenak put together this newsletter, and last but not 
least, thanks to those who have donated financially.   

The above is but a small sampling of what board 
members and many others in Portal Rescue and the 
community in general have done for the organization in 
2019. They do so much more.   

We are here to serve the community but we can’t do 
it without your support in terms of both time and money. 
If you wish to volunteer, please reach out to any board 
member. For guidance on how to donate financially, see 
elsewhere in this newsletter or visit our website 
www.portalrescue.com. 

We look forward to serving you in a safe 2020.    
 

Portal Rescue Board of Directors 
%
Cary Booth – President 
Bill Wilbur – Vice President 
Dinah Davidson – Secretary 
Jackie Lewis – Treasurer 
John Yerger – EMS Chief 
David Newton – Fire Chief 
Victor Shawe – Active Member at Large 
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A Call for Volunteers 
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Portal Rescue Annual Meeting 
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On Becoming an EMT 
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“Soup’s On" Portal Rescue Fundraiser 
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For a list of Raffle prizes or to order Raffle 
tickets, please see the enclosed flyer. 
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(%#3/(6B!

If you can donate a soup, stew, bread or dessert, 
or work on any of these dates please contact:  
Susanne Apitz at 558-0010 or dyal777@gmail.com! 
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Firewise 2020 Update 
Debb Johnson 
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0)#+7%)! #35! =+6<(=! 0)(6<! ./()! 0+9%-?! @)+99+3$! 7/,!
1#3$+3$! 4)#361%-! #35! )#<+3$! (=! 5%%=! 7%#2%-! #7/3$! 01%!
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I/-0! =)/=%) 0:! /,3%)-! ,1/! #)%! )%-+5%30-! 1#2%!
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I want to remind Portal residents to keep track of 
their fuel reduction work throughout the year, as we 
need to report this to fulfill our requirements to 
renew our Firewise recognition in November. 
Volunteer work hours, expenses for equipment and 
hired workers are all countable.  
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Time for a New Phone Book! 

Your Help Is Needed  
 

@1%! ABC^! "/)0#7_K/5%/! 8/99(3+0:! "1/3%4//<! +-!
/(0!/.!5#0%!̀
a! W#2%! :/(! 7//<%5! ./)! 01%! =1/3%! 3(94%)! /.! #! 3%,!

)%-+5%30! /)! 4(-+3%--! #35! 3/0! ./(35! +0! +3! 01%! =1/3%!
4//<b !

a! W#2%! :/(! 7//<%5! ./)! 01%! 6%77! =1/3%! 3(94%)! /.! #!
3%+$14/)!#35!3/0!./(35!+0!+3!01%!=1/3%!4//<b!

a!W#2%!:/(!$+2%3!(=!:/()!7#357+3%!4(0!3/0!1#5!#!61#36%!
0/!=(0! :/()!6%77!3(94%)!+3!#!=1/3%!4//<!(=5#0%!#35!
.)+%35-!#35!3%+$14/)-!1#2%!-0/==%5!6#77+3$b!
@1%! #3-,%)! 0/! #0! 7%#-0! /3%! /.! 01%-%! E(%-0+/3-! +-!

=)/4#47:!cHL;!,1+61!9%#3-!+0!+-!0+9%!./)!#!3%,!"/)0#7_
K/ 5%/!8/99(3+0:!"1/3%4//<?!

Your help is needed: 
C?! Y/7(30%%)-! #)%! 3%%5%5! 0/! 6/30#60! 4(-+3%--%-! ./)!

#52%)0+-+3$?!d0/!6/2%)!=)+30+3$!6/-0-e?!
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#35! 6/9=+7%! +3./)9#0+/3! 01#0! $/%-! +30/! 01%!
=1/3%4//<?!
f.!:/(U5!7+<%!0/!1%7=!,+01!%+01%)!/.!01%-%!0#-<-;!%9#+7!

=)=1/3%4//<[$9#+7?6/9! /)! 6/30#60! X/33+%! X/,%3!
dPAB_PPg_BBhge?!

HYHKc'QHUL! 1%7=! +-! 3%%5%5! 0/! =)/2+5%! =1/3%!
3(94%)-;! %-=%6+#77:! 6%77! =1/3%! 3(94%)-`! N%! ,+77! -%35!
/(0!#3!%9#+7!#35!=/-0!3/0+6%-!-//3`!!!

*+3#77:;! =7%#-%! =()61#-%! #! QHN! "1/3%4//<! ,1%3!
01%:!#)%!#2#+7#47%?!!R77!=)/.+0-!$/!0/!"/)0#7!K%-6(%?!@1%!
ABC^!"1/3%4//<!)#+-%5!/2%)!OP;BBB?! !
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A Personal Story on Volunteering 
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,-3(%/,<74! ,.+:(2#-2! 2:! .#,-2#,-! :*(! <*,7/,-$! #-/!
%X*,+.%-2=! #-/! +(:5,/%! 2(#,-,-$=!1:! ,1! ;#5,-$! %-:*$;!
5:7*-2%%(1! 2:! :+%(#2%8! "7%#1%! 3:-1,/%(! .:5,-$! :*2! :6!
4: *(!3:.6:(2!A:-%!#-/!5:7*-2%%(,-$=!%5%-!,6!4:*!;#5%!-:!
37*%! ;:)! 4:*! .,$;2! 3:-2(,<*2%8! '2! ,1! 4:*(! 2,.%! 2;#2! ,1!
-%%/%/=! #1! 1>,771! 3#-! <%! 2#*$;2! 2:! 2;:1%! ),2;! #!
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Importance of Readable House Numbers 
*"+,-%./0('1%"1-%&'11,/%&'0/1 %
%

F;%! .:12! +:+*7#(! (%#1:-! 6:(! ;#5,-$! #! $::/! ;:*1%!
-*.<%(!,1!1:!2;%!1*<12,2*2%!Y"@!/(,5%(!3#-!/%7,5%(!4:*(!
+#3>#$%8!9*2!":(2#7!E%13*%!VWF1!#-/!D,(%6,$;2%(1!;#5%!
2;%,(!:)-!(%#1:-1!6:(!)#-2,-$!2:!1%%!4:*(!-*.<%(8!

D:(!.%/,3#7!:(!6,(%!/,1+#23;!)%!6(%X*%-274!;#5%!:-74!
#! 12(%%2! #//(%118! ":(2#7! E%13*%! /:%1! .#,-2#,-! #! +(,5#2%!
7:3#2:(!<::>!2:!6,-/!(%1,/%-3%1=!<*2!2;%(%G1!-:2!.*3;!2:!
/,12,-$*,1;!;:*1%1!#-/!/(,5%)#41=!%1+%3,#774!#2!-,$;28!!

If you haven’t submitted a Portal Rescue Locator 
Form, which has your name, address and how to find 
your home, you can download the form from the 
bottom of the Portal Rescue website 
(portalrescue.com), fill it out, and mail it to us; or 
you can call Bonnie Bowen (520-558-0038) to have a 
form mailed to you.!

' .#$,-%! 4:*(1%76! ,-! 2;%! /#(>=! 2(4,-$! 2:! 6,-/! #!
(%1,/%-3%=!:-!#!(:#/!4:*G5%!-%5%(!/(,5%-=!,-!#!<,$!2(*3>=!
#-/! 4:*G(%! ,-! #! ;*((4! <%3#*1%! 1:.%:-%! ,1! ,-! /,12(%118!!
K%!3#-G2!)#12%!2,.%!$:,-$!/:)-!2;%!)(:-$!/(,5%)#4!:(!
2*(-,-$!#(:*-/!<%3#*1%!)%!+#11%/! ,28! !K%!)#-2!2:!6,-/!
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;%7+!*1=!#1!),77!,-6:(.#2,:-!6:(!:*(!7:3#2:(!<::>8!!!
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#<7%!2:!2%77! :2;%(!6,(%6,$;2%(1! );%(%!4:*!#(%!#-/! );#2G1!
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What makes a good house number: 
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What makes a bad house number: 
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^!C,//%-!6(:.!5,%) !! ^!6#/%/!
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D%/V?!/(,5%(=!+7%#1%!/,1+7#4!#!$::/!;:*1%!-*.<%(8!
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Serving as an Emergency Medical Technician 
(EMT) with Portal Rescue was indeed a parallel universe 
for me—the reality of the needs of a community 
suddenly and sometimes awkwardly balanced with the 
skills and knowledge I had to offer. When the call goes 
out and you're the one responding, the world instantly 
assumes a new dimension. It never became routine. Even 
though I've been retired from EMT duties for some time 
now, many of those moments will never be forgotten.  

And then, there we were, Susanne and I, one fine 
day in March of last year. After I lost the twenty-minute 
debate about whether or not my symptoms were indeed a 
heart attack, Susanne made the call to 911. 

Having come to acceptance I sat back, trying to 
calm my system as the seconds slowly crept by. I could 
tell my condition was gradually worsening, but knowing 
Portal Rescue was on its way, I was free to just   relax 
and think things through.  

I had a good idea of what needed to be done and 
where this was all going, but now I was on the other 
side, through another looking glass, my now fuzzily-
distracted EMT mindset looking at yet another universe, 
that of a patient in urgent need of care.  

It bears repeating that what I remember most, and 
what I felt helped me most was the confidence I had in 
Portal Rescue. They are the first string team, every bit as 
professional as the medics from Douglas and the 
helicopter crew from Life Line, clear minds taking over 
the thinking, and doing what was necessary. I could 
actually quit worrying. I had people for that.  

Now I will admit that I do not recall everything that 
was done to get me on my way, but I suspect at one 
point I was medicated. In fact I'm sure of it. What else 
would explain my joy peering out the window of this 
heavily laden, hard working machine whupping its way 
up Sulphur Canyon, between (not over) rock formations? 
The rest was just plain magic.  

The treatment I received at Tucson Medical Center 
was superb, my prognosis excellent, and I'm back to my 
normal crotchety self, but tempered by the experience.  

My sincere thanks go out to very dear friends for all 
they did for me that day. It’s a debt I can never repay.    

My closing message to my community - Please 
consider volunteering. It's hard to describe the extreme 
pride you will feel at being able to make a difference. 
Believe me, your gift will be most sincerely appreciated.  

Final word! - If you do not have helicopter 
insurance, get it. Or maybe you can afford $50,000 for 
the ride. Not me. No charge, thanks to my annual 
membership. 
 

 

 
 

3)/,4$5()#' 6)#7,4)' 8)9:)#1",51' ;$#'
<$#(0/=>$?)$'>)1,?)-(1 '
 

There are two helicopter services that can respond to 
Portal Rescue 911 calls. @)'40-A('4$-(#$/'B",4"'$-)'
4$9)1C'1$'<>'#)4$99)-?1'("0('5)$5/)'1%:14#,:)'($'
9)9:) #1",51',-':$("'1)#7,4)12   

All costs are per year and are usually $100 or less. 
Your health insurance will be charged for helicopter 
flights, but if you don’t have insurance or you have a co-
pay or deductible, you won’t have to pay if you have a 
membership in the service to which you belong. Contact 
your insurance company if you have questions about 
your coverage. 

 

8)?,40/'3)/,4$5()#'8)9:)#1",51  
'
*,D)*,-)EF,#'G704H  
Nancy E. J. Tucker   928-294-9023 
Nancy.Tucker@AirMedCareNetwork.com 

  
<",I0#)H   
www.phicares.com/states/arizona.join.shtml 

or 1-888-435-9744 
 

F'*)(()#'$D'!"0-+1 '
Patricia Esser 
 

The day of my fall was a catastrophic event. When 
my friend Liz McNeil first called 911, the response time 
was very long because 911 initially did not contact 
Portal Rescue. A second call sent two wonderful ladies 
to my aid. 

Barbara Roth and Carolyn Nordstrom, the two 
EMTs who came out, could not have been more 
professional or helpful. 

I am forever grateful and I thank them so much for 
their kindness and especially for their hugs. I also thank 
the wonderful community for the visits and moral 
support. 

With great appreciation and love, Patricia 
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Below is the 2019 financial report as of 1/1/2020 
(late 2019 is not included), rounded to the nearest dollar. 

 
-./012 (
/$,#3+"4 ( ( 5&63#,#6( 78,&$9(
Donations  30,000  30,408 
Fire Income           0    5,187 
Fundraising    8,000    7,526 
Grants     1,000          0 
Interest       2,500    2,843 
Misc. Rev            0       269 
Rainy Day Draw* 28,700           0 
Rent         600       795  
Totals    71,000  46,399 

 
* Rainy Day Draw is the amount needed to balance the income 
budget with the expense budget. We did not need to draw from our 
secondary account. 

 
2:;2.<2< (
/$,#3+"4 ( ( 5&63#,#6( 78,&$9(
Chief’s Meetings            500       332 
Dues        100       100 
EMS Supp & Equipment   3,000     1,870  
EMS Training*    3,000    2,784  
Fire Pay            0       533 
Fire Supp & Equipment   4,000    1,546 
Fire Training    5,000    1,506 
Fundraising Expense      500                 326 
Insurance  12,000  11,015 
Legal        500           0 
Office Expense**      800    1,422 
Radio Operations     2,100                    517 
Rainy Day Account         0          0 
Structure Maintenance  4,000      7,725 
Utilities    4,000     3,629 
Vehicle Operations  6,000      2,114 
Brush 6   25,000  17,569 
Totals   71,000  53,070 

 
* The majority of EMS training was donated and did not come out of 
the checking account. The amount was recorded in the Donations 
Income. 
** Backstock of stamps was purchased before the price increase. 
 

We are $17,930 under projected budget expenses.  
$6,005 expenses over income.  And, because the Rainy 
Day Draw is somewhat an imaginary number, we were 
$4,765 over in projected income. 

Additional monies are held in CDs and a money 
market fund.  The Board has always considered 
maintaining a financial surplus should Portal Rescue 
have to make a major purchase.  Also, there have been 
years in the past that Board members covered expenses 
because the finances were not available. 
(

21<(/ =>#?@%()#*+",(
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First I’d like to thank our EMTs;  E.T. Collinsworth, 
Joan Galanis, Jackie Lewis, Carolyn Nordstrom and 
Barbara Roth for their continued service in 2019.  We 
sincerely need every one of them in 2020, and for as 
long as they are able to serve! 

We had approximately 35-40 EMS calls in the 
Portal/Rodeo area in 2019.  This is about average or 
slightly higher than average for the past ten years. It's 
sometimes difficult to parse out what counts as a "call" 
because sometimes when we have a very distant call and 
Douglas Fire Department arrives at the same time, that 
doesn't show up in my tally.  Even in these cases, 
however, Douglas Fire has been very appreciative of our 
help on scene as they only have two staff on their 
ambulance and the extra hands are always useful - 
especially when we can set up a landing zone for a 
helicopter while they provide patient care, as has 
happened several times recently. 

Portal Rescue has been experiencing some EMS 
dispatch issues in recent months. Community members 
should be advised that we are doggedly pursuing the 
source of these issues, but as of yet there is no evidence 
of a consistent failure in the system that can be 
remedied. 

We are in desperate need of EMTs. We currently 
have six on our roster, but at least four of those are only 
available seasonally or part-time. In order to continue 
providing the same level of responsiveness that we have 
in the past, we MUST secure new EMTs.  

There should be a class in Animas, NM beginning in 
April, a rare opportunity for a local EMT class. Please 
direct interested parties to me or any EMT past or 
present for encouragement in taking this class and please 
have them contact me for details at 
jyerger24@yahoo.com or 520-558-0055. 
(
(

 

<*#8>$9(1##,>A3(
February 24, 2020 at 6:00 pm 

Portal Rescue Classroom 
 

A special meeting will be held on Monday,  
February 24 at 6:00 pm to first consider new 

applications for active membership and then allow 
active members to discuss and vote on changes to the 
Bylaws.  The first part of this meeting will be open to 
the public, but community members will be dismissed 

prior to consideration of Bylaws. 



 
 
 

!"#$%&'()*+,) '
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*Please consult your tax advisor. 

'

F'G7H'''''''''''G7H' ''G18H' ' ''G3HH' ' G8HH' ' ''''' G1HHH' ' ''
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Please make checks payable to PORTAL RESCUE, Inc. 
Mail to: 1+0*(-%2"#3/"%&)3$%1454%6+7%89::8%1+0*(-$%;<%=>9:?'
 
Name: ___________________________ 
I wish to remain anonymous. (Please circle:    Yes   or   No ) 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:  ( ____ ) ____________________ Email Address:  ________________________________ 

(for meetings and announcements<) 
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&./.01 %
Amy Anderson 
Robert Binnie 
Bonnie Catanzaro 
Gloria Childress 
Boyd Dennison 
Teri Denson 
Hank Dozier & Elizabeth Addison 
Sherry Ferguson 
Werner & Vicki Freitas 
Robert & Martha Grey 
Robert & Sondra Inman 
Susan Kozacek 
Floyd & Kathy Miller 
Warren & Brenda Schmidt 
Glen Surbey 
 
 
2034/&1 %
Anonymous x 3 
John & Karen Allen 
Ed & Patty Encinas 
Wayne Harrison & Karen   Hendricks 
Catherine Gorman & Phil Hedrick 
William & Deborah Johnson 
Sarah Lounsbery 
Saucedo's Super Market 
George & Lynne May 
Susan Mittelstadt 
Terry Morgan & Karen Walz 
Linda Pretty & John Pouy 
Dan & Shelly (no last name given) 
Howard Topoff & Carol Simon 
Kim Vacariu & Lorraine Titus 
Nick Waser & Mary Price 
Cecil & Mike Williams 
Jeanne Williams 
Mike & Cecil Williams 
Richard & Mary Winkler 
Harry & Jo Yeomans 
Richard & Frances Zweifel 
 
 
5670./1 %
Anonymous x 1 
Dan & Dianne Beeaff 
Barbara Bickel 
Delane Blondeau 
Cary Booth 
Rick & Cleo Chamberlain 
John Roser & Carol Comeau 
Alan Craig & Narca Moore-Craig 
Patricia & Wolfgang Esser 
Terry & Stephanie Friedrichsen 
Terrie & Larry Gates 
Christina Hanisch 

5670./  (continued) 
Jon Huston 
Peter Jarosak 
Robert Johnson 
Bonnie Bowen & Rolf Koford 
David & Janis Labiner 
Ray & Joy Mendez 
Joseph & Anne Morris 
Margaret Morrow 
Patricia Parran 
Barbara Phillips 
Ron Quinn & Barbara Ellis-Quinn 
Bob & Marsha Rodrigues 
Howard Topoff & Carol Simon 
Zola Stoltz 
John & Sara Stumbo 
Elbrock Water Systems 
Anne Hinnendael & Shelli Vacca 
Richard Webster & Rose Ann Rowlett 
 
85./8.01 %
Anonymous x 1 
Richard & Vicki Beno 
Harold & Nancy Farmer 
Charles & Mary George 
Deborah Herczog 
Mark & Diane Jankowski 
Jon & Mary Lacey 
Steven Milosevich 
Olive Montgomery 
Mike & Kathy Patton 
Elbrock Water Systems 
Ace & Heathy Walker 
Robert Zoellick & Sherry Ferguson 
%
94/426:7.01 %
Anonymous x 1 
Scott & Toni Arena 
Bob & Sheri Ashley/ECO 
Tony & Jane Celaya 
Diane Davidson 
Ed & Ann Davis 
Robert & Carolyn Dearing 
Bob Downs & Linda Wadsworth 
Fred & Pat Espenak 
Diana Hadley 
Margaret Hardy 
Fritz & Gayle Jandrey 
Winston & Jackie Lewis 
John & Karen McQuillan 
Pete & Barbara Miller 
Karen Norrick 
Nicholas Paizis 
Reed Peters/Cave Creek Ranch 
Eskild Peterson & Susan Dalby 
Ringtail Fund Vanguard 
Peter & Mary Sue Waser 
 
%

874;60&1 %
Anonymous x 2 
Robert & Cecelia Hessler 
Sew What Club 
 
&./673./8%3/%<4<.0=%.21 %
Bob & Jeanne Addison 
Rene Blondeau 
Joe Montgomery 
Pat Owens 
Eileen Potter 
Drs. Walter & Sally Spofford 
Greg Wayman 
Mary Willy 
 
&./673./8%3/%>./.0%.21 %
Cary Booth 
 
. 7>40 %&./.08 1%
Rick Beno 
Chiricahua Desert Museum 
Theo Codry/Best Ever Animal Care 
Tom & Alicia Davidson 
Carolyn Dearing 
Diana Hadley 
Robert & Cecelia Hessler 
Michael John/High Desert Vet 
Joe & Anne Morris 
Carolyn Nordstrom 
Portal Cafe 
Reed Peters 
Rodeo Café 
Sky Island Grill 
Umphrey’s Propane 
Bill & Chris Wilbur 
 
All who provide soups, bread, desserts 
and time at the Soup’s On fundraiser 
 
The many who helped with 
maintenance, upgrade projects, 
cleaning and grounds work at the 
Portal Rescue Station 
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